
Advance praise 

for 600 Hours of Edward 
 

“Funny and quirky, Lancaster’s compulsively 

readable debut has a heart as big as the 

Montana sky.” – Gregg Olsen, New York Times 

bestselling author of The Deep Dark 

“With shades of Flowers for Algernon, author 

Craig Lancaster doesn’t just give life to 

Edward Stanton’s world; he gives life to the 

readers’ world.” – T.L. Hines, author of  

Faces in the Fire and Waking Lazarus 

“600 Hours of Edward offers some laugh-

out-loud moments, some tender moments, 

and an ending that will probably bring you to 

tears.” – Sue Hart, PEN Award winner for 

syndicated fiction and 2007 WILLA Award winner 

for creative non-fiction 

“Edward Stanton’s struggle to escape his 

self-imposed isolation makes for absorbing 

reading in this elegantly written debut.” – 

Carol Buchanan, 2009 Spur Award winner for 

God’s Thunderbolt: The Vigilantes of Montana 

“As light and entertaining as the story seems 

at first, it wasn’t long before I found myself 

caring deeply for Edward Stanton and his 

meticulously chronicled life.” – Ed Kemmick, 

City Lights columnist for the Billings Gazette 

 

600 Hours of Edward 

synopsis 
 

 

Edward Stanton is a man hurtling 
headlong toward middle age. His 

mental illness has led him to be 

sequestered in a small house in a small 

city, where he keeps his distance from 

the outside world and the parents from 

whom he is largely estranged. 
 

For the most part, Edward sticks to 

things he can count on … and things 

he can count. But over the course of 25 

days (or 600 hours, as Edward prefers 
to look at it) several events puncture 

the walls Edward has built. 

 

In the end, he faces a choice: Open his 

life to experience and deal with the joy 

and heartaches that come with it, or 
remain behind his closed door, a 
solitary soul. 

The debut novel 
by Craig Lancaster 

“That’s the problem with belief: 
If you rely on it too heavily, you 
have a lot of picking up to do 
after you find out you were 

wrong. I prefer facts.” 

Regards, Edward Stanton 
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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This is a story of how my life changed. That is what one could call a dramatic 
statement. It’s like when people find God; they say, “I found God, and it 
changed my life.” I did not find God. I am dubious that anyone can. When 

someone says he has found God, he doesn’t mean it in the way that one 
would say he found a penny or something else tangible. He is talking about 

inner peace or something like that, I suppose. I don’t know. I haven’t found 
God, and I don’t like supposition. I prefer facts. 
 
Even without God, my life did change, and Dr. Buckley suggested that I write 

about it. She said that writing about it would be a good project for me and 
one that might even help me understand how it happened and why. Dr. 
Buckley is a very logical woman, and I always need a new project. 
 
In looking back, I can fit what happened into 25 days, or 600 hours. I prefer 

to think of it in terms of hours, as I live my life as much by a clock as a 

calendar. I will tell it as it happened, from where I viewed it. Others may have 
seen it another way. They can tell their own stories if they want to. 
 
I’ll start with the last day that everything was normal, or what I believed 
normal to be. That’s the problem with belief: If you rely on it too heavily, you 
have a lot of picking up to do after you find out you were wrong. I prefer 

facts. 
 

Regards, 
Edward Stanton 


